Human Populations, Biodiversity and Food Performance Assessment

	Throughout the past three units of study in environmental science, it is possible there was a specific topic that you had great interest in, or one that you found was confusing and would like more information.  The purpose of this project is for you to pick a specific topic that interests you, obtain information that broadens your understanding of the topic, and present that information to your classmates.

Step 1:  Decide on a SPECIFIC topic.  There may only be one topic per person per class.  Have the topic approved by 12/15 or 12/16 (A or B day).  You may do this prior to this date.  Your topic request will be turned in on the form below.  If you choose to change your topic at any point, you MUST have the new topic approved.

Step 2:  Research your topic.  Remember this information is above and beyond what your learned in class.  While researching, determine how you are going to interactively present your information to your classmates.  Be thoughtful in your presentation style.  There are not specific requirements as to what they may or may not include or how it is presented, however there should be involvement with the audience.  

Step 3:  Present your findings and new knowledge in class from 1/9-1/17. Names will be randomly chosen starting on 1/9 to present.  Everyone should be prepared on 1/9 for their presentation.  While you are presenting, your audience will be recording important information.  Your presentation should be approximately 10 minutes.  You do not need to turn in anything – your grade will be determined by your ability to share new and interesting information as well as your presentation quality.  A rubric is attached for your information.

Step 4:  A test on the presentations will occur on 1/18 or 1/19 (A or B day).  





















RUBRIC

Topic:  5 point – topic is chosen on time and is specific; 4-0 points – topic is late, not specific

Presentation
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Category
	Pts
	Pts
	Pts
	Pts

	Presentation materials
	Neat, organized, without spelling or grammar mistakes (8)
	1-2 areas in need of improvement for neatness/organization, or 1-2 spelling or grammar mistakes (6)
	3-4 areas in need of improvement for neatness/organization, or 1-2 spelling or grammar mistakes (4)
	5+ areas in need of improvement for neatness/organization, or 1-2 spelling or grammar mistakes (2)

	Quality of presentation
	Easy to hear, projects voice, answers audience questions appropriately, remains composed and mature through presentation  (8)
	1-2 times where presentation is difficult to hear, presenter unable to answer questions appropriately, or has 1-2 moments of lack of maturity or composure (6)
	3-4 times where presentation is difficult to hear, presenter unable to answer questions appropriately, or has 3-4 moments of lack of maturity or composure (4)
	5+ times where presentation is difficult to hear, presenter unable to answer questions appropriately, or has 5+ moments of lack of maturity or composure (2)

	Content
	Content is above and beyond the scope of class material, is well researched and information is clearly explained.  Evident that presenter knows the material well. (20)
	Some of the content is above and beyond the scope of class material, more research is needed, not all information is clearly explained.  Presenter knows some of the material (10)
	
	*Points assigned here will vary depending on the quality of the content.  This is an example of what score you may receive depending on the quality of the content.

	Involvement
	Presenter is able to engage the audience in the presentation (8)
	Presenter is somewhat able to engage the audience in the presentation (4)
	Presenter does not engage the audience in the presentation (0)
	



Name______________________________________________

Topic Request Form

Topic:_______________________________________

Please describe the SPECIFIC topic you would like to present on.  Make sure to include what unit the information is related to (Human population, biodiversity, food).  The more specific you are the better the chance of this being approved the first time!

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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